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TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: STRAUSS-USHIBA MEETING ON MAY 24 

REF: STATE 124841 

1 . WE HAVE CONVEYED TO MINISTER USHIBA'S STAFF SUBSTANCE 
OF YOUR PLANS FOR CONTENT OF MAY 24 STRAUSS-USHIBA 
MEETING (PER REFTEL). 

2. MOFA OFFICIALS ARE NOT AT ALL OPTIMISTIC THAT GOJ 
POSITION ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS CAN BE IMPROVED. 
TOKYO PRESS REPORTED ON MAY 17 THAT PRIME MINISTER 
HAD ASKED USHIBA, NAKAGAWA, AND MIYAZAWA TO MEET THIS 
WEEK AND FIND WAYS TO HANDLE FARM PRODUCT ISSUES IN THE 
TOKYO ROUND, BUT RESULTS OF THAT MEETING ARE NOT 
PREDICTABLE. 
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3. USHIBA WILL PROBABLY BE ACCOMPANIED BY A MEMBER OF 
HIS PERSONAL STAFF AND ALSO BY A MOFA MTN EXPERT. 
POSSIBLY OKAMOTO. MANSFIELD 
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